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14 July 1967 


tfgfwAwrrgT M FOR: Deputy Director of CfBtrtl I»t#lH|«e« 


Sanitization and Decontrol of Satellite 


3 


of 7 July 1967, Same Subject 
> free Deputy Director, DIA 
of 7 July 1967, Sum Subject 
c) Moraadum for DSIB of 5§ toy 1967, 
Bmmm lltJMt (OSIB-IV- 41. 12/28) 

4) — | ftan of ii July 1987, 


25X1 


o) Maanrimtnw to EbiAin of PS1,B-P-41 f 12/25 
of 1 Mby 1967, Sane Subject 


1, IHs aeswrandua Is in rMpMm to your request of 
7 July for i naarwts on tbe DIA neaorandua of the ease date. 
A rec finnan rtwt Ion Is presented in paragraph 12. 


8, Before revieming tbe buses for tbe proposed changes 
to tbs pr e sent aetbod of handling intonation derived froa 
sstellite photography, I find it necessary to clarify seme 
of me lapUcatioss in tis DIA aemeaha (Reference b) . 

The proposed changes do M»t decla s si fy either tbe fact of 
tbe existence of tbe program, satellite photography as such, 
mm technical data on the systems themselves, the nignlficance 
of the program, or extent of c overa ge. Tbe merd decontrol 
dees not mean declaesify. In the context of thle diacuseion, 
decontrol aeons that certain very limited aspects of the 
satellite pragma mould he taken out of the specially 
miainrtnirTTtr-* T-S* system; even tHa»« aspects mould remain 
classified as SIC A ST or highor depending on the sensitivity 
of the information itself. 
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9 . The prim r 7 pu rpose of the p roposed changes 
is to asks fMdtlT eve liable to eoomtn of finished 
intelligence that ItfonetlM derived tram satellite 
photography which they seed for carrying oat their duties . 
Specifically, it is proposed that: 

a. The staple fact that tbe US has a 
photographic r o coco s iaaaace program be taken 
sat of tbe c tapa rtacat ed f-il systea mad he 
classified ssesxT. 

b. Tbs substantive intelligence lafersation 
derived t r am all satsllita photography be as ed 
la finished latelllgeece reporting outside the 

L'OMPW ft Mil t Hll Y l O Ht 

1 . Tbe scarce of tbs inforsstlon 
be gives as sstslllts photography without 
specifying tbe type at satellite. 

11 . Tbe classification of ^ertiag 
be based solely os tbs isforaatioa 
content , 


ill. Mo sasslve progrea to roclassify 
existing fibs or past reporting be aader* 
taken; this material be need in finished 
intelligence reporting as tbe need arises 


4 , fbo of tbe Streeter** principal responsibilities 
are Isvolvsd la tbe p ropos ed changes: 

a. The production and diaseai nation of 
finished intelligence bearing an 8S policy; and 

b. Tim protection of 88 intelligence 

scores* and net bads . 


8 . With resp e c t to tbe first, tbe M rector together 
with tbs nft of tbs intelligence cessonity amt keep the 
fslley sslcem of tbe OR Geverasent and their principal 
staff* coatlnseosly inforsed about intelligence bearing 
sa policy aattsrs seder their Jurisdiction, it is often 
mid that anyone she ban tbe need- to- knew can be cleared 
few access to T-a safari* 1; this la true, tat, the 
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f* With nsptet le tlw Director’s r es p oss ibility 
far the prote ction of intelligence methods and soarcts , I 
teller* that tte CCMQB "guideline*" (attached to Reference 
«) proride adequate protection of the truly eeneitlve 
■spirts of the 18 photographic satellite reconnaissance 
pro gram. la contra st elth the views expressed ia DIA’a 
sad | | memoranda , I believe that the prolonged 

Maintenance or the present c wspartnsatatlon or all aspects 
oaf the program rill fester aa executive declaloa to 
eliminate all security controls for this program, even 
these that are absolutely necessary. 


18, la this connection, X feel it aeeensary to high- 
light an attitude which ia attributed to the Intel ligeace 
eomsraity— that la varying degr e es so acquire a proprietary 
attitude toward intelligence Materials mad a vested interest 
ia the perpetration of ap s e t ally compartmented systeaa. To 
the extent it reinforces the security necessary for truly 
sens itive interest ion, this attitude ia very useful. To 
the extent it persists even when the seed for such strict 
controls has passed, it heapers the dimes! sat ion of 
iatslligsaes to c onsumer s who need the Information for 
policy decisions. The view is growing outside the intelligence 
iiiinaiiiinTtj that ear handling of satellite photography has 
reached this stage. Ther efo re, in order to prevent an 
obstructionist imago, the Intelligence community should 
take t hese positive stops toward orange before the frustration 
over those controls gats so great as to force an executive 
decision to eliminate all controls, even those that are 
absolutely necessary. I believe that the COSOS "guidelines" 
will go a long say toward avoiding each a reaction. 

11, State has noted the security hassard that exists 
because sera the existence of the program is me held within 
the crapartasmted T~SH system. Because the press rather 
frosty discusses the ratter end especially as a result of 
the President *s public statement about the value of the 
pro g ram , a largo and growing number of US officials have 
bosom sears of its oxistonco. Those officials without 
T~XH clearance do not understand shat aspects of the program 
are sensitive and shy. If the fact of the program is made 
8SCHT, this meld permit proper security briefings of these 
Individuals ami thereby Increase the true protection of this 
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